Blood Baths at Sea

by

Commander Edward Ellsberg.

"The most gruesome bloodbath in history™ is promised by NWazi
Germany unless her peace terms are immediat®By acoepted. No one doubts
the willingnesse of Hitlér and aides to inflioct thé% horror on Europe,
vut on the sea,at least, e '; ?§ do 1t°?

The Xaiser's U-boat navy sek a very high mark in gruesome blaad;
‘baths%ﬁn the sea, highlighted by the shrieks of innocent men and w@mm_-
paSseﬁéers on the sinking Lusitania; the moans of helpless wounded '
going down on ruthlessly torpedoed hospital ships; the gggonized groaens
of merchént sesmen shelled to death by U-boat guns; the eries of
drowning thousends when within sixty'minntes the armored eruisers
Hogue, Cressy and Aboukir went to the-buttom, 2ll vietims of the U-9.
with torpedoes, guns, mines and bombs, the Kaiser's 1iefj; 8 setb
an all time high for sudden death at sea, bdoth in mumbers killed and
in the fiendishly horrible mammer of their killing,

Grneted the desire to do better and the elimination of even
suth weakening seruples as the Xaiser snd his minlsters oeecsionally
showed, can Hitler and the NWazi techmique of utiter ruthlessness im.
prove on $he Kaiser's record for mass murder on the oeeans from 1914
to 15187

U-boets depend mainly for thelr effectiveness on thedr ability
to make themselves invisible at will by submerging snd so unnoticed
end unsuspeeted, to ereep elose enough to a shiy te fire sgainst her
‘underwater hull a torpede, It is not necessary here to dwell on the

effects of pounds of TFT exploded against s ship's side, The

results gpe surfioiently dsvantating



- -

Were this all there is to it, Adolph Hitler would be in excellent
position to mske good the Nazi boast, for he started this war with
gsome sixty-six U-boats ag against theKaiser's initial fleet of only
swenty-eight, On numbers alone, he sholidd be =ble at least to double
the quaitity of blood in whieh his predecescor bathed the sea, 3But
anfortuentely for this ambition, that is not all there is to it, To
do & really effective job im rollinme up a vespectsble number of deaths,
it is necessary for the U-beat not only to get im its torpedo but also
to get sway unseathed, to get away with the morsle of its erew unshaken,
go that whenthe next helpess merchantmen shawé up on the horizon, she
alse can be attoeked sud sunk without gear an@d without hesitation.

o method has yet been found or is im prospeet which ean with
gertainty be relied on to stop a determined U-boat commander from
gettin in s submerged shot when he is lueky enough to be within torpedo
range, The ease of Britain's aireraft earrier, fourageous, proves

that, and if moreigroof were n;aﬁeﬁ, the Roysl Osk sinking last week

gupplied it. But the meens 4o exist now to meke it reasonably eertain
that the U.boat which @

figoloses herpositlon by firing a terpedo in the
vyieinity of a destroyer, mey not get wway unscathed and with undameged
morale to mske asnother attack on anything,

Hitler is up sgainst a far tougher situ&rﬁfh with his U-boats
than wes the Xaiser, and if, s appears eertain, he fails to matohﬁ@
1et slone exeel, the Xaiser's record for murder on the seas, it should

not unreasonably be held agaimst the @l “For while the U-boat, with

which he must work, has changed dut little in the twenty-one years
since Xaiser Wilhelm II failed and fled from Cermany, the means of

defense against it in the hands of his oppoments, between sound detection
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and depth bombs, have improved amazingly.

Depth bombs, whish did not exist at all when the Kaiser's U-boats
were doing some of their best work, are now avaeileble in huge quantities
to wreek the pesee of mind and the chances of eseape of emy U-boat
whieh diseloses its position near destroyers convoying merchant ships
or warships, Depth bombs (in slend terms "asheans") are simple ﬁﬂrrﬁw.
gated steel eylinders leaded with 300 pounds of TIT and d4irt cheap :
as compared with torpedoes-- a few dnys work and = few hundred dollars

;:*st the $10,000 and the momths of highly skilled mechanieal

each as 34
1abor resuired to turn out o terpedo and its intriceate internal maech-
inery. And a hail of depth bombs, exploding wensath the sea shout a
U-boat as it secks to swim away after sn attack, if they do not des-

troy the U-boat, are certain to so shatter the morale of |

by their ible eoncussions that that erew is unlikely again %o

take their vessel within range of another destroyer laden down with
those dendly ashcans,

Between asheans and the sonvoy system whieh gathers merchantmen
into squadrons protected by eireling destroyers fitted out with moderan

detection spparstus, the business of sinking merche i besomes far

more hazardous to the U.boats than in late World Var, ©Some ships, in-
eluding warships, will certainly be sunk againsi any defense, nc matter
now good, but the U-boat toll exacted while it is bging dome is going
40 be Tar higher than ever bhefore, Hitler's TU-boats ecanndt work with
the immunity from attack that characterized Germanggb 1uitial efforis
in this field, Not again, to the figure of nearly 200 a manthﬁghd to
+he total of nearly 4000 vessels during unrestricted U-boat warfare,
vwill we see torpedoed ships going to the bottom. 3o far, Hitler's re-

gcord of some 60 ships sunk in over a month and a half under the most

favorable conditions to him, is puny alongside whai the Kalser's
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In the face of an inereasing defenm and poorer weather at sea

for U-‘b%‘h eruising as W ones, Hitler's chanees of dolng a betier

job of bathing the seas in bleocd =re very poor indeed. It is eonsid-
ersbly more likely, with better effensive methods ageinst submarines,
that the bottom of the ocesn will be paved with 2 larger number of

the shattered wreeks of Hitler's U-boaits then ever the Xaiser lost,



