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The T-boat mines have addedd the Duteh liner 5

the string of vietins listed last week, The inkuaﬁs“hrazaxity of

of thie type of U~boat warfare was never better 11lustrated than by
this latest vietim of U-boad "aggs,® An inoffensive neutral liner,
bound west from Amsterdsm Tor I Tew Yerk, in no pes=ible way a military
menace to Garmany,ﬂger gargo mainly refugees seeking senciuary in the
new world, the Simem Belivar ned the ill.luek t¢ run upon a mine field
snrraptiansly planted on tﬁe high sees by 2 U-boal, and went to her

doom blasted wide open by Wwo sepernte mine explesions. Some {
to = hundred helpless nagcen-ers snd seamen loet their lives.

Ter the meulrsl netions in Eurepe, the situation is tragie. Iran—
ieally enough, the outraged Dutch have no recourse exeept a re-reading
of the fomous laws of war emanabing from their ova eapitsl (and
agreed to omong others by Germany) in whish in the Hague Convention
of 1907, the major powers undeFtske that ne mine fields shall be laid
gzeept on notifiaaticn +to the weorld omd espeeially %o neutrols of
the mined areas. In faet, the Hague Convention goes very fully inte
what a belligerent chall net &o with mines, in order to aveld injury
to meutrals.

But I am afrsid the Duteh, eonsidering the barbarous killing of
ner semmen and her passengers on +he Simason Belivar, will get nothing
put speplexy from a 1930 perusel of the Hague Convention on the rules
of minelaying, GCermany's U-boats are paying ne more attention to them
+ srmies paid in 1914 to another Pamens "gersp of paper” when

they overran neutrel Belgium,
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Tolland her heighbor neutrals are in a tough spot, They are not
strong emouzh to make an effestive protest to Germany against ruthless
murder by U«boat mimelaying on the high seas. Their geographieal
situstion (unlike ours) 1= such thst not one of these neu'rals cen
xeep its shippinz out of the war zome. 4ind their ¢gonomie situsiion
(alse uniike ours) is sueh that not one of them can keep its ships
at home without matiomsl parslysis and quick eollapse.

Is there camything the meutral stetes fromting the Baltie and the
Horth Ses esn do to protect thefr shipping from indiserimincte destruet-
jon? Fortusaitely there is, and for its exisience the neﬁtrala hove 1o
thank = British mevel offiser, Lisutensnt Burpney. The Duich and other
peuirals compelled to mavigate the seas sbout Iurope, huzd betier go
in extensively lor the Bursey gear.

Iike many snother weapon used sgainst U-boats, the Burney gear
was the ohild of desperste mes#scity. During the World Ver, the
pritish Orand Fleet had to operate all over the Horth Sea. Bub the
wer wes hardly well sterted when H,IK.D, Audaeious, & new dreadnaught,
on Ost, 27, 1914, struck & U«boat nine and foundered.

with a vision of their battleships ons by one bheing sunk by
nidden mines, the harried British turned cmergetieally toward seeking
gome new mesns of protection from mines, end the thea Lieuvtenant
pennis Burney, afiter much experimentation, provided them with the
amswer which Bbearg his name.

Mines flont near the surfaee, submerged frou tem to twenty feot,
end sre held in position by wire ssbles leading down %o anchors on
the ses floor., Durney's system of defemse hinged about the mine
anehor ozbles,

From the very lowest vpoint on a ship's underwsier bow, right
dovm et the keel, Burney towed by a very strong wire s device ealled
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an "otter" or 4"parsvane”. This in gemsral looked liXe a toy submarine
gome iz or eight feet long, aomple te with rudders nnd depth comtrol
mechenisns S0 thet 1t wnnla-éwim {towad from the wire in its nese) at
1east as fam down as the xaaﬁﬁnr the ship towing 1%, étearing gt ths

gane time tn maintzin = paaiaion about 100 feel off the bow of the
ghip. The wire from the ship's bow to the otter's nose usually mnade

an angle of 45° with the lime of advamce of the ship, Twe otiers
were slways used, on# Lo siarboar?, the other o pord,

Shouid a ship tewing overboard a pair of otters run inte a

mine £ield, the ptter towlng wircs would sateh the mine esble between
the mine end its smshor, So thet as the ship advemsed,the mine &
ecble and the mine with it would slide outbesrd along the diagonal

ottexr towiinébagtix the mine was drogned completely out of the puth
of the ship and the mine enble drought up sgninst the otter's nose,
there on the mose of the etté% was Titted a stout palr of Jaggéﬁ steel
jaws, whieh ;prouptly sawed the mine snchor eabdle im helf, leaving the
mine to flont harmlessly %o the surfaece, well clear of the ship, where
(if desired) 1t might Do destroyed by rifle firs g¥

In practise the Burnsy goar worked rith a2 high dsgree of relies-
pility in proteciing = ship, its only weakness being that if & ship
gtruck & mine sguarely with 1%e beow, it could afferd ne proteciion.
Bzt a8 a ship's stem i3 very narrow, that was unlikely te happen,
gnd besides, sguarely on her bhow ifhsgou least fatal %o ﬁhiw in vhich
o mine expleosion can oeauxir

Howadars larse warshisa are always Titted oul wiith parsvones
as & safagum'& againat sugh small er-f%t 1i%e dosirovers
{where poravancs may b@'aﬂnuisance in swift mameuvering) often trust
to luok sud to their shallow draft to save them, Merchantmen,

exoept troep transporis, have rarely beem se¢ fitted as presumedbly

they kept to safe waters, but in view of what happened to the Simon



Boliver, it appears that Germany intends thet there shell be no safe
waters even for meutral traffie. ﬂagsquently £% looks ss if the
Puteh =21nd 21l their neizhbers had battef Z0 1mmaﬁi&t§§y into a pro-
gram of imstalling the Burmey paravanes on evaryﬁhing“they have afleoat
fron tramps to limers, if they wish to aveid paving the beitom of

the oeesn with the non-combatant vietims of U-boat egzs.



